
Home Learning Ideas for Maths  
 

A Little Bit Easier 

Number -  
Sing number songs and rhymes - use props if you can! 
When singing a number song, focus on the ‘all gone’ at the end 
and prompt your child to repeat the phrase ’all gone’  
Count aloud in different contexts, e.g. count the stairs as you go 
up and down, count the plates as you set the table etc. 
Get your child to help you with 1:1 matching activities, e.g. put-
ting one cup at each place setting, or giving one toy to each  
person 

Shape -  
Fill and empty a range of different size and shape containers 
Play hide and seek with a favourite toy - place the toy under a 
blanket and ask your child to find it 
Encourage your child to visually track objects, e.g. drop a piece 
of paper from up high and watch it float down, or blow bubbles 
to do the same 
Explore and build with construction toys e.g. Duplo 

Using & Applying - 
Sort or tidy the toys - practise grouping different objects to-
gether, e.g. all the animals go with the farm set, all the cars go 
with the garage 
Play simple make believe games alongside your child and show 
them appropriate play skills for them to copy, e.g. you brush the 
doll’s hair, then they brush the doll’s hair. You could play shop-
ping, cooking, doctors, vets etc. 
Help develop your child’s ability to anticipate with fun activities 
like bubbles, party poppers, jack in the box etc. 

A Little Bit Trickier 

Number - 
Set up 1:1 matching activities, e.g. put one straw in each cup, or 
use a muffin tray or ice cube tray and put one Lego in each hole 
Count anything and everything! Ask your child to show you how 
many using their fingers 
Look for numbers in the environment - can they name the num-
ber and can they show you how many? 
Count out sets of objects, e.g. show me 5 teddies, show me 3 
bricks 

Shape - 
Find big and small objects in your home, can they say which is 
big/small? Can they find 2 things the same size? 
Look for objects that are shaped like a circle, square, rectangle 
or triangle, can they identify the shape? Can they find some-
thing else the same shape? 
Use movement words when playing - ask your child to stop and 
go, to run fast or slow, forward or backward, or move up or down 

Using & Applying - 
Sort objects by their colour 
Make pairs of objects - get your child to pair all the socks in the 
laundry! 
Match objects that go together, e.g. knife and fork, sock and 
shoe, toothbrush and toothpaste 
Create a simple pattern for your child to copy, e.g. you could use 
paint and print a red/yellow/red/yellow pattern, or you could use 
toys and line up a car/animal/car/animal pattern 
 


