
Springwood Weekly Storytime 

Enhancing Literacy 

The idea behind story telling is to enjoy spending constructive time with your 

child/children through telling familiar and/or unfamiliar stories.  Stories are a vital part 

of our curriculum and can be told in the traditional sense using an actual book or 

reading the book online.  All pretty much common sense so far.  However, you can 

make telling stories a little more 3-dimentional and collaborative thereby enhancing 

speaking and listening skills. 

You may have read the first paragraph from last weeks’ 

instalment. 

So how did you get on with acting out a story?  The first few 

goes may have been a bit daunting if you are not used to this 

sort of thing.  Did your children enjoy it?  If not, then don’t 

despair.  We all learn in different ways.  However, if storytime 

was a success, then this will be down to your efforts.  The joy of 

storytime is that there are no rules and you can just let your 

imagination go.  If you believe in the process then so will your 

child.  So let’s try another one this week for consistency.        

Lets focus this week’s story on: 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

We all know this story and that’s a good thing as it will give you 

confidence to be a little adventurous. 

The Storytelling Space 

Last week we spoke about the storytelling space.  If this worked 

for you then stick with it.  Hopefully, your child will connect 

having fun with you and storytelling to this space and see it as 

a safe and magical place to become anything you like! 

  

 



Telling the Story 

If your child is comfortable with other family members then include them too.  Read 

the story first using a book from home or from an online resource.  Now the fun 

begins as you retell the story by acting it out.  Fairy stories are repetitive and have 

great distinctive characters.  Use this to your advantage.  When retelling use simple 

language with emphasis on the familiar script:  “Who has been sitting in my chair?” 

Again, I’ve repeated the above as a reminder.  And once again 

agree on some props you could use, furniture and bowls, items 

of clothing to distinguish the bears etc. 

If you like, you could make face masks out of stiff paper or 

cardboard but only if you are confident in doing this. 

This week, however, use props for sound effects.  Anything that 

makes a noise and is safe to use; paper (the sound of 

scrunching it up), toy instruments, even sound effects from a 

laptop app.     

As you retell, find opportunities for your child to take over, and 

they could even direct it the second time round.  And 

remember, don’t be afraid of looking silly or making mistakes, 

it’s all part of the fun. 

 

Further literacy learning 

Write key words using felt tip like: girl, bear, little, big, chair, porridge.  These can be 

used as prompts throughout the story enhancing vocabulary.  These words can then 

be used in sentences as an extended literacy task. 

Film your story and watch it back.  Discuss what you liked. 

With any story, there is always the opportunity to make shadow 

puppets and retell using a dark space, a torch and either your 

hands or cut-out silhouettes of the characters.  But that can be 

for next time.  Just keep having fun.   



  


