
 

Springwood School Medium Term Planning 

    Topic:   Our Locality                                                                        Term:               Autumn Term                                                          

 Pre Formal Semi Formal Formal  

  

 Suggested Activities Suggested Activities Suggested Activities 
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Our 
Classroom 

Experience aspects of their classroom 
environment beginning to show a sense of 
place.  
 
 
Create a sensory trail within the classroom, 
exploring different features, textures, sights, 
sounds and smells.   
 
Explore their own areas in the class or their 
own belongings, eg their equipment, chairs, 
where their coat pegs are.  What is my 
favourite part of the class, my favourite toys. 
 
Share favoured activities for each child that 
happen within the classroom area.  
 
Explore different photos showing areas and 
equipment within class.  Can pupils begin to 
recognise, identify, eye point to their 
belongings and areas.  
 
Create a photo story/book of the classroom 
showing the individual pupils special areas and 
equipment, eg ‘this is my chair, this is my 
special cup, this is my favourite toy’ 

Explore aspects of the classroom environment, 
showing some understanding of the setting, areas 
and function of spaces/objects within.  
 
 
Explore own classroom environment, what do we 
use the spaces for, are there defined areas?  
Talk/write about their favourite area/activity 
space in the classroom. 
 
Where is our classroom in relation to the rest of 
the school environment? – are we near another 
area eg soft play?  Pupils to use iPads and 
cameras to take photos/videos of the journey to 
their classroom.  
 
Have a class treasure hunt.  Pupils have to follow 
written or verbal instructions that take them to a 
specific place in the class. 
 
Where are our resources in class?  Pupils to help 
create labels/pictures/symbols for different areas 
to show where things are kept – encourage 
independence through getting own resources.  
 
Create a map of the classroom for a beebot.  

Explore, investigate and understand their 
classroom environment.  The purpose of this, 
what happens inside and how they are part 
of it.  
 
Explore the classroom environment – what is 
in it, are the spaces defined, what do pupils 
like and dislike about the classroom 
environment.  – Discuss and write about their 
likes and dislikes and what they what like to 
do to improve the environment.  
 
Plan and design different areas of the 
classroom, eg book corner, work area etc.  
What would be in it, why would it improve it. 
 
Create a map of the classroom showing the 
defined areas and the uses for the different 
areas.  
 
Create a map of the classroom for a beebot 
using directions/co-ordinates.  
 
Link to maths work – shape, colour, area 
 
Use iPad and photo apps or book creator app 
to make a plan/map of the classroom.  
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Our school - 
inside 
 

Experience aspects of the indoor school 
environment, beginning to show a sense of 
place.  
 
 
 
Create and explore a sensory trail within 
school – exploring sights, sounds, textures, 
and smells around the school.  Use to help 
identify different areas. 
 
Use OOR of reference and/or picture symbols.  
Pupils to use these to find/explore and begin 
to show recognition of different areas around 
the school.  
 
Create a photo story of places in school, 
showing the pupils using, enjoying and 
learning in these spaces.  
 
Create, explore and share a sensory brolly 
detailing the different areas of the school.  
 
Explore, find and interact with the different 
people in our school – nurses, office staff, SLT, 
Site Manager etc.    
 
Use iPad or other technology to record voices 
and/or videos of people in the school.  Record 
how pupils respond to the different 
voices/videos.   
 
 
 
 
 

Explore aspects of the indoor school environment 
showing some understanding of the setting, areas 
and function of spaces/objects within. 
 
 
 
Where is our classroom in relation to the rest of 
the school environment? – are we near another 
area eg soft play?  Pupils to use iPads and 
cameras to take photos/videos of the journey to 
their classroom or other parts of the school. 
 
Use Espresso section – ‘our school’. 
 
Create a map of rooms in our school – can use 
drawings/photos/symbols/labels – depending on 
needs and interests of the pupils.  
 
Create a Treasure Hunt around school, use photos 
or written phrases as clues to where pupils have 
to go. (photo orienteering) 
 
Explore the different areas around school.  What 
is their purpose/function?  Which areas are 
favourites for the pupils – use photos or craft 
activities and make representations of the areas. 
 
Use ‘Book Creator’ Ipad app – take photos and 
sounds from around school to create a book 
about our school.  

Explore, investigate and understand their 
inside school environment.  The purpose of 
this, what happens inside and how they are 
part of it. 
 
 
Use all of the ideas above for the classroom 
environment and extend to the whole school 
environment.  
 
Create a treasure hunt around school.  
Following directions, written instructions, 
and pictorial instructions as appropriate.  Link 
to work on directions and prepositions.  
 
Create an indoor orienteering trail 
throughout the school.  
 
Help to create a sensory trail around school 
(use as a potential inclusion link with another 
class) 



3 
 

Our School - 
outside 

Experience aspects of the outdoor school 
environment, beginning to show a sense of 
place.  
 
 
Create and explore a sensory trail in the 
outdoor school environment – exploring 
sights, sounds, textures, and smells around 
the school.  Use to help identify different 
areas. 
 
 
Create a photo story of the pupils using, 
exploring and learning in different outdoor 
areas or the equipment that is there 
(particularly fixed equipment) 
 
Create and explore a sensory brolly with 
objects of reference or sensory objects 
representing the outdoor learning 
environment and playground areas.  
 
Create shadows using shadow tiles in the 
outside environment. 
 
Create a sensory brolly based on the weather 
– share this outside at appropriate times.  
 
Create a sensory brolly for gardening. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explore aspects of the outdoor school 
environment showing some understanding of the 
setting, areas and function of spaces/objects 
within. 
 
Explore the outside of the school area. 
 
Use photos of the outside area as a treasure 
hunt/trail or photo orienteering activities.  
 
Look at the seasonal changes that occur during 
the different stages of the year.  Use photographs 
and different apps to show the outside of the 
school in different weather scenes.  
 
Collect objects around the playground and 
grounds, eg sticks, cones, etc and use to create a 
collage.  
 
Create different artwork in the school grounds- eg 
textured rubbings of different areas, sketches, 
collages with materials etc.  
 
Monitor the weather and how it affects our 
school grounds, eg rain – lots of mud, wind – lots 
of leaves falling.   
Set up some simple collection experiments eg 
collect and measure rain water, check 
temperatures using thermometers.  
 
Science link – minibeast hunt in the school 
grounds.  
 
Use washable materials to create Grafitti art on 
the playground floor surfaces.  
 
Create a small growing area to plant different 
items.  

Explore, investigate and understand their 
outside school environment.  The purpose of 
this, what happens inside and how they are 
part of it. 
 
Use all of the above ideas in the ‘classroom’ 
area and extend to the outside of school.  
 
Use the outdoor area to design, plan and 
build different dens – exploring useful 
materials, shapes etc.  
 
Make ‘localities’ in the outdoor area, eg 
design and create a bug hotel.  Compare 
which types of materials work best.  
 
Use the planting area to plant a range of 
different items.  Plan and discuss what they 
are going to plant. 
 
Improve the outdoor environment – discuss 
and plan how the pupils would improve the 
outdoor area of the school or outside of their 
classroom.  
 
Design and make a mini garden.  
 
Use outdoor area for orienteering activities.  
 
Use Ipad to take photos of different outdoor 
areas.  Back in class, can others work out 
where the photos were taken?  
 
Plan and create a mud kitchen.  
 
 



Link to recycling work – using the outdoor 
recycling area.  
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Transport 

Experience different methods of transport in 
the local area.  
 
Go outside to the staff car park, what vehicles 
are there, what colours are they? 
 
Go to the local area and see the different 
types of transport going past on the road eg 
cars, bikes, buses, lorries, vans.  
 
Explore different places associated with 
transport, eg visit the train station, airport, 
bus station, tram stations, etc.  
 
Experience different transport sounds and 
explore these whilst making own 
representations of different methods of 
transport.  
 
Explore a range of transport related toys, eg 
cars, trains, scalextrix etc.  
 
Use ‘Barefoot books’ transport stories to 
experience different methods of transport.  
Use adapted story books about transport. 
 
Use different transport toys to make marks, eg 
wheel toys to make sensory marks.  
 

Explore and recognise different methods of 
transport that are available in the local area.  
 
Observe the traffic that goes past school.  Take 
simple records such as a tally chart.  Turn the 
information into simple pictograms or bar charts. 
 
Use iPad or camera to take photos of the traffic 
that uses the road outside school.  Use photos as 
a basis for different work, eg writing work, art 
work etc.  
 
Explore how the children get to school – do they 
come on the bus, taxi, car etc.  Collect the data in 
simple forms such as a tally chart or photographic 
tally.  
 
Explore safety aspects of transport, reinforcing 
rules, eg wearing seatbelts.  Use as a basis for 
writing/drawing work.  Make a ‘keep safe’ poster 
showing key rules.  
 
Use different transport toys to play and explore.  
Use as a basis for turn 
taking/communication/choice work.  
 
Explore transport types, sounds.  Which do 
children like and why?  Role play going on a 
journey in different modes of transport. 
 
Use Barefoot books transport stories to explore 
different types of transport.  
 
Educational visits to train station, tram station, 
airport etc.  

Explore, recognise and investigate the 
different methods of transport that are 
available in the local area.  
 
Design and hold a traffic survey around the 
school area.  
 
Look at simple route planning from school to 
a range of different places.  What would be 
the best way to travel to the places? 
 
Discuss and investigate different methods of 
road safety and how we keep ourselves safe.  
Create a poster or leaflet showing how to 
keep safe.  
 
Investigate different modes of transport in 
the local area – buses, trams, cars, lorries, 
bikes, etc.  
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Shops 

Experience the local shops, area, features, 
leisure activities and habitats.  
 
Visit the local shops in the Swinton area, 
experiencing the different sights, sounds, 
smells. 
 
Visit the local landmarks and important 
buildings eg Visit Swinton Library for a sensory 
story.  
 
Role play in class of shops, local landmarks, 
important buildings, leisure activities.  
 
Create a sensory brolly with different features 
of the local environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explore and recognise the different shops and 
businesses in the locality.  
 
Explore and name the different shops that are 
available in Swinton, compare these with bigger 
towns and cities such as Manchester.  
 
Use junk material to make own models of shops 
and create a class ‘shopping centre’.   
 
Visit the different shops in Swinton – what can we 
buy.  Link to maths work (money) and making 
choices.  
 
What is sold in different shops? – Use photos to 
represent different shops and what is sold in each 
– can pupils match items to the correct shop? 
 
Writing activity – shopping list – write a shopping 
list of what they would like to buy from the shop 
(use photos/symbols/words as appropriate) 
 
Role play being a shopkeeper or having a café in 
the class – link to a local shop.  
 
Link to Tesco – Farm to Fork project.  
 
 

Explore, recognise and investigate the range 
of different shops in the local area.  
 
Plan a visit to the local shops – what route do 
we take, create a shopping list, think about 
money and payment etc.  
 
Plan a shopping expedition for a specific task, 
eg food tech ingredients, class picnic etc.  
 
Investigate the different types of shops in the 
local area and what they each sell.  
Investigate and match up which shops you 
would go to for different items.  
 
Create a class shop – what should we sell, 
think about pricing and marketing. Invite 
other classes to come to the shop.  

6 
 

Mapwork/ 
Features in 
the local 
area.  

Explore the features both natural and manmade, 
that can be found in the local area.  
 
Link with shops work. 
 
Follow a map/pictorial representation of the 
school or local area – matching/finding photos of 
places, features along the way.  
 

Explore and investigate the features, both 
natural and manmade that can be found in 
the local area.  
 
Use google earth to explore and investigate 
the local area, noting the different features 
that can be seen.  Split them into category of 
‘man made’ and ‘natural’.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Go on a trail in the local area and find different 
features – match photos of features on the walk 
or use a tick sheet or tally chart to record 
information.  
 
Create own map of the immediate vicinity using 
photographs/representations.  
 
Create a photo/pictorial map of the local area and 
features within for a Beebot.  
 
Use google earth to find and explore different 
features in the local area.  
 
Plan a simple journey on the map of the local 
area.  

What makes a good locality? – discuss plan 
and design what would make a good locality.  
 
Create a simple map of the local area 
showing different features – use photos, 
create sensory features, words, drawings etc.  
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Other 
Buildings 

Explore other key buildings in the Swinton and 
Salford Locality. 
 
Use buildings within the local area as a basis for a 
range of work including writing/art/creative/ map 
work/photo graph work/ Book collector iPad app.  
 
Salford Civic Centre 
Swinton Library 
Swinton Shopping Centre 
Salford Royal Hospital 
 
Talk about/explore what happens in each of the 
different buildings.  Who will they find, where are 
they located.   
 
Find the buildings using Google Map 
 
Use the different buildings as a basis for Role 
play.  

Explore, investigate and recognise different 
key buildings in the Swinton and Salford 
Locality.  
 
Use buildings within the local area as a basis 
for a range of investigation work including 
writing/art/creative/ map work/photo graph 
work/ Book collector iPad app.  
 
Salford Civic Centre 
Swinton Library 
Swinton Shopping Centre 
Salford Royal Hospital 
Lowry Centre 
 
Talk about/explore and investigate what 
happens in each of the different buildings.  
Who will they find, where are they located.   
 
Find the buildings using Google Map 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use the different buildings as a basis for Role 
play. 
 
Investigate places of worship - find the 
similarities and differences between the 
different buildings for different faiths.  
 
Investigate other schools within the area, 
including the local high schools. 
 
Investigate and visit key places within the 
locality, eg the War Museum – why is it 
important? 
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Leisure 
Activities  

Explore some of the key leisure activities and 
places that are on offer in the local area.  
 
 
Explore and visit or recreate through role play, a 
range of leisure opportunities that are available in 
the local area.   Use these as a basis for a range of 
work including practical experience/writing/ art/ 
mapwork/ ICT etc.  
 
Where are these facilities?  Locate them on a map 
or use Google Maps.  What do we do at each of 
the different places? 
 
Swimming Pool 
Victoria Park 
Cycling 
Fun House 
Trafford Centre 
Restaurants and Café 
 
 
 

Investigate some of the key leisure activities 
and places that are on offer in the local area.  
 
Investigate and visit or recreate through role 
play a range of leisure opportunities available 
in the local area.  
 
Create an advertisement for one of the places 
to encourage people to come and visit.  
 
Visit one of the places, create a news report 
about the visit on return.  



Compare and explore what leisure facilities we 
have at school, eg pool, sensory studio, 
playgrounds, soft play, trampoline, etc.  
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Habitats 

Explore different habitats found in the local area. 
 
Look at where we live.  What are our houses and 
homes like?  Share photos of our homes, find 
them on google map. 
 
Explore the different rooms in the house - what 
are they used for.  
 
Explore what types of animals live in the local 
area eg birds in a nest, minibeasts etc. 
 
Create a bug hotel in the school grounds and find 
out which minibeasts we can find.  

Investigate different habitats found in the 
local area 
 
Design, plan and create a bug hotel in the 
school grounds.  
 
Compare the local area, eg Swinton with 
other areas – what is the same/different.  
What do pupils like/dislike about each place.  
 
Investigate the different types of houses and 
homes within the locality.  Compare and 
contrast these.  Use as a basis for 
written/creative work.  

 


